~ against Community
Care Cuts (HAFCAC) High Court
challenge to the introduction of charges
for Home Care by Hammersmith and
Fulham Council.

As well as the many HAFCAC members
there were several disabled people from
Camden and Lewisham who have had
issues with care charges in their boroughs
as well.

Many of the supporters
were wearing a specially
designed T-shirt that had
effective campaign
slogans on the front.

The case for HAFCAC was presented by
the barrister David Wolfe who had already
had to ensure that the court was fully
accessible to the members who wished to
view the proceedings.

The case was heard on Wednesday 26th
November but because of the amount of
evidence it was continued on Friday 28th
November.

The judge who heard the proceedings
hoped to give a verdict on the challenge
before Christmas but could not guarantee
this. I'm sure everyone in Hammersmith
and Fulham hopes that the HAFCAC

challenge is successful otherwise on
January 1% some of us are going to find the
credit crunch crunching a bit harder if care
charges are 5 STy
imposed.

On a lighter note
on December 3"
HAFCAC along
with MENCAP and
HAFAD organised a fantastic fundraising
event to celebrate International Day of all
disabled people.

There was music from DJ Jamie Renton,
performances by the First Chancers rap
group and guitarist Jack Fletcher,
speeches from Andy Slaughter MP, the
indefatigable Kevin Caulfield and Tara
Flood and a raffle. The entire evening was
compered by stand-up Liz Bentley.

The event went with a swing, everyone had
a good time and to cap it all £600 was
raised.

HAFCAC would like to thank everyone who
made the evening such a success
particularly the Volunteers who gave up
their time to help out.
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“Hello, and welcome to
the Disability Forum news
section of the bulletin. As
part of my outreach work
coffee mornings have
been trialled at Hafad to

Y include Disability Forum
members Itis an
opportunity for members
to get together and have
their say on what activities and events they
would be interested in doing. Some of
these ideas were classes in computer
studies, exercise, cooking; inviting guest
speakers to attend the coffee mornings.
HAFAD will be looking into these ideas with
the Disability Forum, and we hope to have
some of these running in the future.

The Better Government Department will be
outsourced to the voluntary sector.

Hestia Housing Association will be taking
over the work with a hand over period from
Janlst 2009 to the end of February. The
role of the organisation will be to manage
the LINK, Consultative forum and Disability
Forum. If you would like more information
about Hestia please visit the website on
http://www.hestia.org/ , in the meantime
please continue to contact me on the usual
numbers/email.

8" January

2009 11.00am -1.30pm

22 January 2009

10.30am — 12.30pm

DF Transport Group 17

February 2009 6.00pm — 7.30pm
Date needs to be confirmed

10.30am — 12.30pm

The Disability Advisory Group has been
set up to look at and
improve the accessibility
of electoral services for

disabled persons in
Hammersmith and
Fulham.

The first meeting was on
the 22 September. The
first half of this meeting
was a presentation given by Steve Miller,
the Electoral Services Manager for
Hammersmith and Fulham. Its aim was to
give an oversight of what services are
already provided

After the presentation the following points
were discussed in a very active
discussion.

Presentation of Information, Data sharing
across the council, Polling station
accessibility, Comprehensive disability
register, Voting procedures, Information
for carers.

It was agreed that the main group should
meet twice yearly.

Between these events there should be
focus group meetings. The focus groups
would cover learning disabilities, physical
disabilities and visual disabilities.

+ , What do you call
Santa Claus when he doesn't
move?

D) , Santa Pause




/ 0 1

& = 3
¢ b & "

The 1st Chancers have done it again!
Youth Music have funded this excellent
project where The 1st Chancers rap band
are going to local Special Educational
Needs schools in Hammersmith and
Fulham to perform and then run a music
workshop. The response from the young
people at Jack Tizard was wonderful, they
all joined in and had a great time.

One week later 5 young people from Jack
Tizard School and their support workers
came down to HAFADs' "2 the Studio" The
1st Chancers and their music leaders
showed them how to make a CD. Then
they supported them in making a CD of
their song about bullying, they designed
the cover as well. Felix, Ben, Paul, Martin,
Daniel, Delson, Zoe and Eugenia have
worked really hard on this.

During the October holiday programme
the young people engaged in a range of
exciting activities.

Bl Al AN
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They made a beautiful mosaic with Steve
Elliot for the studio door. They had time to
do another piece of intricately designed
and constructed mosaic work- this can be
seen as you come into the front entrance
at HAFAD. Nice work everyone!

o

accesszinfo

Did you know that www.access2info.org.uk

.

now sends out a monthly email newsletter to
registered subscribers? It features:

Information about what is going on in
Hammersmith and Fulham
Event updates
Useful resources
And much more

To register go to
http://www.access?2info.org.uk/reqgister.asp

- ) _
We are proud to announce that we will be
launching an online message board in the

New Year.

Exchange ideas, share stories, or ask for
help....the access2info forum aims to create
a community for disabled people in
Hammersmith and Fulham. We will be
working in partnership with the Disability
Forum to make sure your views are
represented.

Looking for disability information, can't find it
and don’t have a computer? Then call us
and we will try and find it for you. Call Mark
on 020 7471 8514.

+ , What do elves
learn at elf school?
) , The elfabet
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As part of the Building
Schools for the Future
programme the local
authority has put forward
proposals for developing
the boroughs special
schools. The
consultation deadline is
January 19" 2009. These are significant
plans concerning the future education of
disabled children in the borough. We
recommend that all those members
interested should look at the documents on
the council website.

Go to www.lbhf.gov.uk scroll down to hot
topics and click on Special Schools to
access the papers. For those who do not
have internet access please contact us at
HAFAD on reception and we will send you
out the papers.

We would like to get to know
our members better, so we
have decided to launch a
_~) series of coffee mornings.
7)) Come along and tell us what
~_£ > Kkind of activities you would like
to take place. We are looking
at setting up guest speakers, gentle
exercise classes and much more. Coffee
mornings will be held on the last Friday of
the month at HAFAD. The first one will be
held on Friday 30" January at 11:30am.
Come along for a coffee, a chat and much
more. Contact Mark Gallagher on 020
7471 8514 for more information.

Here’s a well kept secret that Debbie Domb,
one of our readers, has discovered. If you
are on Income Support or receive Pension
Credit then you can apply to get 15% off
your fuel bill.

It is Government Policy so all
energy suppliers should be
part of the scheme. Try it, it
could save some money.

All you have to do is register with your Na-
tional Insurance number. As Michael Caine
would say...”"Not a lot of people know that”.
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We are pleased to announce that we will be
launching a beginners IT skills course at
HAFAD in January. The course is free and
will teach you everything you need to use a
computer and the Internet. Come along
and learn in a friendly, supportive and
accessible environment. For more
information contact Mark Gallagher on 020
7471 8514

+ , What do you get if you eat
Christmas decorations?
)] , Tinselitis

On behalf of all the Bulletin Staff and
contributors we would like to
wish all our readers seasons
greeting and all the very best for
2009




